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1557 August 4, 1905 

In places liable to yellow fever both individuals and communities 
have an effective method of protecting themselves, as indicated above. 
Use the mosquito bar at once over all cases of fever until the danger 
from yellow fever has passed. Destroy all mosquitoes. 

Walter Wtman, 

Surgeon- General. 

Yellow fever in New Orleans, La. 

The total number of cases and deaths officially reported is as follows: 
Cases, 308; deaths, 59 from July 21 to August 3. 

For July 28, 21 new cases, with 3 deaths, were reported. On July 
27 and 28, 1,918 houses were inspected and 19 cases investigated. More 
than 2,000 cisterns and tanks were oiled. On July 29, 29 new cases, 
with 7 deaths, were reported. Two cases occurred at a focus supposed 
to be obliterated. Sanitation of the entire city and destruction of 
infected mosquitoes are being urged. 

On July 31 Surgeon White reported 27 new cases with 3 deaths and 
2 new foci. 

Surgeon Wasdin arrived at Gulf port, Miss. , July 26, where a com- 
mittee of citizens of Bay St. Louis, Biloxi, Ocean Springs, Scranton, 
and Holly Springs requested the Public Health and Marine-Hospital 
Service to institute a patrol of the Gulf and Ship Island Channel, 
Rigolets Pass, and Chef Menteur inlet, with a view to perfecting the 
quarantine against New Orleans. Several boats, it was said, would 
be required for this purpose. 

Assistant Surgeon Berry was ordered, July 27, to report to Surgeon 
White for duty in New Orleans. Pharmacist Morris was assigned to 
duty under Surgeon Guiteras at the same place. 

From Gulfport Surgeon Wasdin reported, July 27, that conditions 
were good and that Pass Christian was being put in sanitary condition; 
also that the governor of Mississippi had requested that an inspection 
of Hattiesburg be made. The inspection was authorized. It will be 
remembered that Hattiesburg was infected with yellow fever in 
October, 1898. 

In response to a telegram, July 27, from Dr. Heber Jones, president 
of the Board of Health of Memphis, requesting information relative 
to the yellow fever situation, a telegram was sent stating that yellow 
fever had been officially declared present in New Orleans only, but 
that one case was reported from Tampa, Fla. This case was a refugee 
from New Orleans. The patient was isolated and screened and was 
convalescent at the date of the report. Information relative to this 
case was sent also to Doctor Goldthwaite, health officer at Mobile. 

July 28, Dr. J. A. Albright, secretary of the State board of health 
of Tennessee, was informed that train inspection was in force on all 
trains leaving New Orleans, and that detention camps had been 
arranged to cover each line. Acting Assistant Surgeon Watkins, at 
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Natchez, Miss., was authorized to supervise the local inspection of the 
two railroads entering that town and of the steamboat landing. This 
was in response to a letter from Doctor Watkins, stating that sanitary 
conditions in that locality were unsatisfactory and that the local 
authorities found difficulty in maintaining strict quarantine against 
New Orleans. 

COAST PATROL. 

In view of the necessity of protecting the Mississippi coast from the 
inroads of refugees, Surgeon Eugene Wasdin was directed, July 28, 
to make his headquarters at Gulf port and to confer with the com- 
manding officer of the revenue-cutter Winona, with the object of con- 
trolling the observance of the interstate quarantine regulations of the 
Treasury Department. An efficient patrol of the stretch of coast 
adjoining the infected district, together with a surveillance of the 
waterways opening into the adjacent section of the Gulf of Mexico, as 
contemplated in the interstate regulations and successfully practiced 
in former epidemics, was recognized as the only practical means of 
perfecting the safeguards instituted on land and preventing a leak 
from infected into noninfected territory. 

The Bureau was •informed July 27, by a telegram from Surgeon 
Wertenbaker, that the steamer Mobilia, from Mobile, Ala., and the 
schooner Scirocco, from Gulfport, Miss. , arrived at Habana the same 
day each with a suspected case of yellow fever aboard. The cases 
were sent to Las Animas hospital, the passengers to Triscornia, and 
both vessels were fumigated and quarantined. 

One new case of yellow fever from the schooner Blornidon and three 
cases from the steamship Columbia were reported July 28, by Passed 
Assistant Surgeon Wille, at the Gulf Quarantine, Ship Island. The 
same day Assistant Surgeon Spratt, stationed at Cleveland, Ohio, was 
ordered to proceed immediately to the Gulf Quarantine. 

In response to a telegram received July 27 from Dr. Edward 
Souchon, president of the Louisiana State board of health, asking 
that officers of the Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service stationed 
at fruit ports be required to fumigate the holds of all fruit vessels 
before loading, and the living quarters just before sailing, a reply was 
sent July 28 to the effect that the treatment of fruit vessels at infected 
fruit ports is covered by the Treasury regulations for fruit vessels, 
and by special letters of instruction to acting assistant surgeons at 
fruit ports, but that for the purpose of destroying mosquitoes on ves- 
sels from New Orleans, as well as on vessels from foreign ports, special 
instructions had already been cabled to such acting assistant surgeons 
to disinfect the living compartments and empty holds of all fruit 
vessels from foreign ports. 



